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NEW PROCEDURES UNDER SECTION 6 
OF THE MATRIMONIAL CAUSES ACT 


Solicitors will serve the Official Guardian with Notice of Petition and Petition for Divorce. 


The Official Guardian will mail a questionnaire to both parties along with self-addressed 
stamped envelopes and ask for a reply within 15 days from the date of the covering letters. 


The Official Guardian, through a staff of social workers, will analyse the completed question- 
naires and then decide upon the basis of information contained therein whether further investi- 
gation is required. 


If one party fails to reply the Official Guardian will send out a registered letter or will con- 
tact his or her solicitor as the case may be. 


If further information is required, the Official Guardian will ask for an office interview or more 
written information. 


If the respondent replies and the Official Guardian feels that the information provided by both 
parties shows that the children were being adequately cared for, the Official Guardian will 
file a report stating that he has carried out an investigation and finds that there are no 
problems as to custody, maintenance, access or education. 


If the respondent fails to reply to the questionnaire and the subsequent registered letter, the 
Official Guardian will then file a report based on the information received from the petitioner 
stating that he has conducted an investigation and has found that there are no problems as to 
custody, maintenance, access or education and that the respondent has failed to co-operate. 


If upon studying the replies to the questionnaire the Official Guardian feels that there are 
doubts about the welfare of the children with or without the benefit of the respondent’s reply, 
the Official Guardian may contact either party for further information if necessary and if he is 
still not satisfied he may initiate an investigation through the Children’s Aid Society or any 
other means he may choose. 


The report of the Official Guardian, in whatever form it is submitted, will be served on the 
petitioner’s solicitor who will then serve the respondent and either party will be free to dispute 
the report. 


The costs of any report of the Official Guardian will be borne by the parties. 
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ONTARIO 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


123 EDWARD ST., TORONTO 101 


THE OFFICIAL GUARDIAN 


TELEPHONE 


Dear Sir or Madam: 
RE: 


CASESNO:: 


As you are aware, you are a party in a petition for divorce. 


By law in Ontario, in every petition for divorce where there are children of the marriage who are 
not self-supporting, the Court requires a Report from me concerning the present situation and 
future plans for the children’s custody. 


Enclosed you will find two sets of my usual forms. Would you kindly complete this questionnaire 
to the best of your ability and sign where indicated. Would you then please return one set of the 
forms to my office and you may keep the second copy for reference. 


You are required by law to complete the questionnaire and accordingly would you please return 
it within 15 days of the date of this letter in the envelope enclosed herewith for such purpose. 


Yours very truly, 


EDWIN M. HENRY, Q.C., 
OFFICIAL GUARDIAN 


Lees | 
Beles y Gh ve se 


(MRS.) E. C. PURVIS, 


COUNSEL, MATRIMONIAL CAUSES. 
ECR 


Encl. 
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QUESTIONNAIRE OF 
THE OFFICIAL GUARDIAN 


CASE NAME: 


NUMBER: 





1, ARE YOU CLAIMING CUSTODY of any or all children of this marriage? 


i) 


IF YOU NOW HAVE CUSTODY, how is the child(ren) being maintained? 


3. (a) IF THERE ARE MAINTENANCE PAYMENTS from other spouse, what are they? 


Are they regular? 


Are they adequate? 


(b) IF YOU ARE MAKING MAINTENANCE PAYMENTS, what are they? 


4. IF YOU ARE CLAIMING CUSTODY, what are your financial plans for maintaining the 
child(ren) including any assistance which you might expect from your family (parents, etc.) if 
necessary ? 


5. IF YOU ARE NOT CLAIMING CUSTODY and the children do not reside with you, are you 
supporting them or contributing to their support? 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2022 with funding from 
University of Toronto 


https://archive.org/details/31 761114693534 


6. Give names and birthdates of children as set out in Petition for Divorce. State where and with 
whom each child now resides and where and with whom they have resided over the past year. 
DESCRIBE EACH CHILD touching on the following matters: 


(1) physical problems, if any 


(2) emotional problems, if any 


(3) school grades and progress reports 


(4) further information that would be helpful in regard to the child(ren’s) future welfare 
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7. (a) LIST ANY COURT PROCEEDINGS affecting the child or children or petitioner or 
respondent and the results thereof. 


8. HAVE YOU EVER CONSULTED ANY SOCIAL WELFARE AGENCY or qualified person 
for counselling or guidance concerning the child(ren)? If so, give particulars. 
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9. HOME CONDITIONS AND ENVIRONMENT 


(Please complete this page only if you are requesting custody or have custody.) 


(As proposed by — Petitioner/Respondent) 


Name(s) of child(ren) 


Address of proposed home: 


DESCRIBE HOME including type of neighborhood (residential, rural or commercial), size of 
home, number of occupants (identify by giving their relationship to each other and to the child 
or children), approximate distance travelled to school by child(ren) — just state if it is walking 
distance or by bus or if other transportation is required. Who looks after child(ren) during 
day? If other than parent, give person’s age, health, temperament, etc., and ability to supervise 
child(ren). Please outline how child(ren) and persons in the home get along or if the child(ren) 
not there now, state if there are any children of the same age group in the home or nearby. 
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10. 


IF YOU ARE CLAIMING CUSTODY, give particulars concerning yourself including age, 
religious denomination, health problems, if any, (both physical and mental), education, present 
occupation, list of former employers, a concise statement of what you feel was the general 
cause of the marriage failure, your plans for remarriage, if any, and if so, a brief outline of 
your future partner. Also a statement of your relationship with your child(ren) and if you do 
not have custody, an outline of existing visiting privileges with the child(ren) and what visit- 
ing privileges you would wish in the future. Kindly include any further information you may 
wish to divulge. 
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11. Please state whether you are at present living with another person who acts as Father/Mother 
to your child(ren) in your home. If yes, give a brief description of this person. 


12. Please complete Financial Statement hereto attached. 


I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION SET FORTH IN THIS QUESTIONNAIRE 
IS TRUE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE AND BELIEF. 
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(Signature) 





" 7 
ous 1) a oe 
_ a a 
7 ha 
- ¥ 2 
~ - 
: a Fs 


E 
io 
=~ =i _— 
i 
' hh 
yy ! = 7 
- = 
| 


i . driest) oletdd iran feitl, aie) Welieeees mee ok 


a 
> 


WAAL eT wT wine er way. | ts y ona we = - 
brea“? "Toe ms ih, tl cist if Mahe 


sane {Paras a nent arn geared ge ery ear rte pe ¥ety yee Sein be iy Sane a a oe nereo 





7 j " 
Ras rh ; io 7 2. ¥ | aoe A : < iF 
pia ote ahs 


af | 
To 7 = 7 oa Fu -“— 


INCOME 


(by Week or Month) 
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Coeceesecesscceseees 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


APPROXIMATE EXPENSES 


Clothino a, 


Payment to 
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Payment on Bills 


Miscellaneous 


(by Week or Month) 


Coe eres eeserceseoeesoresees 


Pee eeerescesscsecceeescoees 


Peer cores sesereseseoesseeee 


Medical and Dental ............ 


Spouse 
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Jn The Supreme Court of Ontario 
Between 


PETITIONER 


AND 


RESPONDENT(S) 


REPORT OF THE OFFICIAL GUARDIAN 


1. The Petition for Divorce discloses that the hereinafter mentioned child(ren) are child(ren) of 
the marriage: 


2. The Official Guardian has carried out an investigation in this matter and found that there are 
no problems relating to custody, maintenance, access or education of any of the above named 
child(ren). 
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THE OFFICIAL GUARDIAN, 
123 Edward Street, 
TORONTO 101, Ontario. 
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Jn The Supreme Court of Ontario 


Between 


PETITIONER 


AND 


RESPONDENTS) 


REPORT OF THE OFFICIAL GUARDIAN 


1. The Petition for Divorce discloses that the hereinafter mentioned child(ren) are child(ren) of 
the marriage: 


* 2. The Official Guardian has contacted the petitioner. The respondent spouse has failed to reply to 
registered mail. From the information received from the petitioner, there are no problems re- 
lating to custody, maintenance, access or education of the above named child(ren). 


DALE Or at Toronto, this: .........cencessdeses Ga Vig Ole cares ce screencc eye cersotsey aratecee eres osceseee by Oe 
«x This form of Report is subject THE OFFICIAL GUARDIAN, 
to change where appropriate. 123 Edward Street, 


TORONTO 101, Ontario. 
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Jn The Supreme Court of Ontario 
Between 


PETITIONER 


AND 


RESPONDENT(S) 


REPORT OF THE OFFICIAL GUARDIAN 


1. The Petition for Divorce discloses that the hereinafter mentioned child(ren) are child(ren) of 
the marriage: 


2. The Official Guardian has carried out an investigation in this matter and found that there are 
problems relating to the welfare of the above named child(ren) and a further investigation was 
initiated. A copy of the resulting report is attached hereto. 
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THE OFFICIAL GUARDIAN, 
123 Edward Street, 
TORONTO 101, Ontario. 
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Jn The Supreme Court of Ontario 
Between 


PETITIONER 


AND 
RESPONDENT(S) 


REPORT OF THE OFFICIAL GUARDIAN 


1. The Petition for Divorce discloses that the hereinafter mentioned child(ren) are child(ren) of 
the marriage: 


2. The respondent spouse has filed a Counter-Petition for custody and the Official Guardian has 
carried out an investigation and prepared a full report concerning the welfare of the child(ren), 
a copy of which is attached. 
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THE OFFICIAL GUARDIAN, 
123 Edward Street, 
TORONTO 101, Ontario. 
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Form 4 


Jn The Supreme Court of Cntario 


PETITIONER 


VS 


RESPONDENT(S) 


REPORT OF OFFICIAL GUARDIAN 


Service hereof admitted inclusive of four copies 


Petitioner’s Solicitor(s) 


OFFICIAL GUARDIAN 
123 Edward Street 
TORONTO, Ontario 
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